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Notes. 

The purpose of this event was to give a context of the climate situation and what the 

actions of local authorities and community councils have been so far. Throughout the 

talks, the emphasis was on local authorities rather than Community Councils but that 

in itself is helpful in terms of our lobbying to Powys County Council to act on their 

declaration of a climate emergency. 

In order for the government to achieve its target to which it says it is committed, local 

authorities are central. People and businesses at a local level can make 50% of the 

changes necessary. There is a duty to be placed on local authorities to become net 

zero but this needs to be funded.  

75% of local authorities have declared a climate emergency and have action plans of 

varying degrees of quality. 

These plans must be embedded into all areas of work for the council. Training is key 

across all departments and councillors.  

Engagement with the community is critical. 

There are helpful checklists available for local authorities (eg from Friends of the 

Earth) 

Given the recent report on resilience to climate change, we must build in mitigation 

of the effects that are already happening and accept that whatever we do now things 

will get worse. 

Housing is critical to the role of the local authority and creating / promoting low 

carbon housing is essential as well as the mitigation of existing homes to the effect 

of heat, and retro fitting old housing stock with more efficient heating / insulation 

systems. 

Impact | Community carbon calculator (impact-tool.org.uk) 

Tools to Help 

The Logo - We Declare A Climate Emergency. The Free Logo Resource (climate-

emergency.com) 

The Climate Action Group Network 

Climate Action network grows to 200 groups (theecologist.org) 

A good example of the work that is being done by some LAs especially with regard 

to young people, see North Ayrshire. 

Environmental Sustainability & Climate Change Strategy (north-ayrshire.gov.uk) 

 

Keith Brelstaff 

https://impact-tool.org.uk/
https://climate-emergency.com/
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https://theecologist.org/2020/jul/21/climate-action-network-grows-200-groups
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/Finance/environmental-sustainability-climate-change-strategy.pdf

