
 

 

LLANDRINDOD WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 15th July 2014 in Committee Room A, County Hall 
 
Present: Cllr E Worgan, C Rouse, G Price, S Dorkenoo, C Bailey, S Meredudd, A Bridgman,  

W Francis, R Coleman, R Houghton, J Green, J Williams 
 
Apologies: Cllr P Hill, S Millington 
  
Absent: None 
 
 
TC 82/14 Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 20th June 2014 were confirmed and signed. 
 
TC 83/14 Clerk’s Report/Information from Meeting:   

a) Website 
The upgraded Town Council website was launched on 14th July 2014, this 
includes an Events Calendar and a Contact Form. The Clerk asked members to 
notify her of any events taking place within Llandrindod for input on the 
Calendar. She has emailed local organisations to make them aware of this facility. 

 
TC 84/14 Chairman’s Announcements 

It has been a very busy few weeks since becoming Mayor, and I have been 
overwhelmed by the outstanding achievements and talents of people and groups in 
our town of all ages.    
 
Events attended 
18th June Launch of Play Radnor’s “Play Rangers” project, a project the Town 

Council has supported. Encouraging messy play, den building, 
campfire cooking, tool use, crafts and more! 

21st June Adjudicator for Girl Guiding Cymru’s Guinness Book of Records 
attempt at the show ground for the biggest umbrella dance, and many 
will have seen the papers – they broke the world record by 7.  

22nd June Knighton Civic Service 

24- 28th June  School children visiting from Bad Rappenau.  One of the days was 
spent at Llandrindod High school along with local pupils. 

26 -27th June  Welsh 2-day Enduro – this is a great event and I hope continues to 
stay in Llandrindod.  It was a privilege to start the first race along with 
children from local schools who had won a design competition. The 
first year for presentation of the Mayor’s trophy . 

3rd July Dyfodol  Powys Futures – “Inspire” Learning Awards for adult learners 
and tutors. A celebration of how learning can help to improve lives.   

4th July           Llandrindod Wells High School Eisteddfod held at the Pavilion.  
Judging the competitions. The town has such excellent local talent in 
singing, recitation, and impromptu speaking. Ever tried talking about 
vegetables for 1 minute! 
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5th July Llandrindod Carnival a fantastic day, the best yet, with over 20 
floats. It was very difficult to choose the best, as all had put in a 
tremendous effort into their floats and costumes.   

7th July Care and repair AGM, very kindly attended by our Deputy Mayor. 
Thank  you Chris.  

Future events 
14th July Llandrindod High School Assembly. Head of French, Miss Davinia 

Hardwick will be presented an award for 'Excellent Teacher of The 
Year, 2014' by Routes into Language, Cymru. 

17th July  Accompanying our Town Clerk, to judge the Y10 Business event. 
19th July Rhayader Carnival float judging accompanied by the Deputy Mayor. 
18th – 24th Aug Victorian Festival 
 
Reminder - Commemorating WW1 
Don’t forget, for those that can attend, 3rd August  there will be the WW1 
commemoration service at the Holy Trinity Church, followed by a short Act of 
remembrance of the War Memorial.  
 
4th August “Lights out” between 10pm and 11pm.  An event is in the planning 
process to hold a candlelit vigil at the Memorial Gardens. Bring a Candle! 

 
TC 85/14 Correspondence 

a) Friends of Rock Park – Thanks 
Letter of thanks from the Chairman and Committee. This was noted. 
 

b) One Voice Wales – AGM Motion  
Email from Lynn Cadwallader of One Voice Wales as follows: 
“ 
I write with reference to your four conference motions below: 
 
1.Penarth Town Council 
 
“One Voice Wales calls upon the Welsh Government to provide guidance 
directed at giving a defined purpose for Town and Community Councils.  
Guidance should cover, inter alia, service devolution, cooperation across the 
local government sector, finance, double taxation and accreditation” 
 
As the motion is self-explanatory we feel that it does not require a supporting 
statement I hope this is acceptable." 
 
2. Barry Town Council 
 
"Barry Town Council call upon One Voice Wales to be the spokesperson on behalf 
of Town and Community councils in relation to the Williams Report and to be the 
voice for Town and Community Councils in Wales and that they look to 
strengthen democracy and the deliver of services, as locally as possible to the 
citizen" 
 
3. Maesycwmmer Community Council 
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"Maesycwmmer Community Council would like to see a debate on how the 
proposals to change the number of Local Authorities in Wales will affect the links 
that currently exist with Community and Town Councils. Combining current 
authorities will result in differing approaches to consultation and working 
together how will good practice be in these areas be promoted and 
encouraged?" 
 
4. Llandrindod Wells Town Council  
 
Llandrindod Wells put forward the following motion for consideration.  Builth 
Wells Town Council will second this motion. 
 
With regard to the need for Local Authorities to reduce their spending on non-
statutory services One Voice Wales urges the Wales Government to give strict 
guidelines on legal requirements to Local Authorities who are considering 
handing over responsibilities for these services to Town/Community Councils or 
voluntary bodies of different types. 
 
These motions were considered by the Motions Committee on 6 June 2014 and 
whilst each had individual merit the committee felt that the four could be put 
forward via a composite motion to the Annual General Meeting. The amended 
COMPOSITE motion becomes: 
 
“In view of the Public Services Governance and Delivery Review to reduce the 
number of Principal Councils and the on-going reduction in their funding which 
impacts on non-statutory services, and in the endeavour to strengthen the 
delivery of services as closely as possible to the citizen, One Voice Wales calls 
upon the Welsh Government as a matter of urgency to provide definitive 
guidance on: 
•       The legal requirement of Local Authorities  who propose service 
delegation/devolution to community and town councils or voluntary bodies to 
ensure robust due diligence is undertaken by all parties; 
•       Co-operation between Councils and the promotion of good practice across 
the local government sector; 
•       Financial arrangements, concurrent functions and overcoming the issue of 
‘double taxation’ 
•       Accreditation of local councils” 
 
The above was taken forward to the National Executive Committee held last 
Friday 13 June 2014 where it was APPROVED for consideration at the Annual 
General Meeting taking place at 2.15pm at the Royal Welsh Showground on 4th 
October 2014. 
 
Please can you confirm that your council is happy to support the amended 
motion and subsequently decide between your councils who will be proposing 
and seconding the composite motion on the day by no later than 30 July 2014. 
Please get in touch with me should you need to discuss this further. 
Resolved: to support this composite motion and offer to second this at 
conference. To request that some acknowledgement be made of the four 
Councils submitting a motion relating to this. 
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c) R Williams MP & K Williams AM – Trunk Road Speed Limits & Speeding Traffic 

on Trunk Road, Cllr G Price.  
This asked for Councils comments on trunk road speed limits and issues. 
Members had a considerable discussion on this matter with many issues being 
raised and possible solutions. It was agreed that traffic calming methods were 
essential for the A483 through Llandrindod Wells. The following 4 items were put 
forward as improvements and observations: 

 
 Introduction of repeater signs along the A483 through Llandrindod Wells 

to remind drivers of the 30mph speed limit. 
 

 To convert the Pedestrian Crossing on Tremont Road (by Trefonnen 
School) to a Pelican Crossing with the relevant road markings. This is 
an extremely busy area and in the vicinity of a busy primary school and a 
large residential estate. 

 

 The 30mph speed limit sign at the North of the town on the approach to 
the roundabout has been moved and sited closer to the  roundabout. This 
is causing speeding issues on the approach to the roundabout. Previously 
this sign was sited further back towards the entrance  lane to Wern Goch.  
Request this sign be replaced to its original position. 

 

 Introduction of Flashing Speed Matrix Signs at both entrances to 
Llandrindod Wells on the A483, again to act as traffic calming measures. 

 
Resolved: to pass these issues back to Roger Williams MP and Kirsty Williams 
AM. 

 
Cllr Price suggested that the Town Council may wish to look into financing 
flashing speed matrix signs for both ends of the town.  
Resolved: to contact the Minister, Edwina Hart, to ask for these signs to be 
installed. The Clerk will do some research on installing these signs. 

  
 

d) Powys County Council – Grounds Maintenance Service 2014 
Letter from Cty Cllr John Powell as follows: 
 
“In response to a number of queries in relation to reductions in the grounds 
maintenance service I write to confirm the position.   
 
A project was initiated during January of this year to review the grounds 
maintenance service across the authority in order to achieve budget savings 
during 2014/15 of £200k. 
 
To aid management of the service and to help facilitate savings through economy 
of scale, it was agreed that the Local Environmental Services department would 
effectively manage the service corporately. An initial saving of £200k has been 
accounted for in 2014/15 and the mechanism for achieving this has now been 
finalised. 



 

   

5 

 
The frequency of grass cutting has been reviewed, reduced and standardised 
across 3 basic area types, along with the removal of all chemical weed-control 
treatment and a much reduced shrub bed maintenance regime. 
Although the changes will represent an overall reduction in the level of grass 
cutting and the other grounds maintenance operations, the previously 
inconsistent approach to the frequency of maintenance across the areas has 
been addressed.  

 
Reviews will be carried out over the year to consider the impact and 
effectiveness of the changes and also to consider future service delivery options.  
Communities and other local groups are encouraged to contact the Council with 
suggestions of how they might help with aspects of this service delivery and 
relieve some of the burden on the budget. 

 
A brief outline of the specification for the intended reduced service has been 
attached to this letter.    

 
Should you have any queries relating to the service please contact your local LE 
depot direct.” 
 
Cllr Price felt this letter was a disgrace and he had done some research and had 
established that private contractors are being employed for traffic management 
whilst grass cutting is taking place at a cost of £1780 per week for 2 sub-
contractors. If this system continues it will cost approximately £130,000 - 
£140,000 by the end of August 2014. He felt traffic lights would be a cheaper 
solution to this. The letter mentions that no chemical weed killing will take place, 
however he has witnessed this being carried out over the last few weeks. 
 
He stated that Town and Community Councils are taking over tasks such as 
planting flower beds, grass cutting and other tasks to improve their areas and he 
would expect Powys County Council to match their level of service. 
 
Cllr Meredudd mentioned issues which have arisen within the Rock Park and 
encouraged members to contact PCC individually if they feel there are issues. 

 

Enhanced Amenity grass areas 
Cemeteries & Elderly People Sheltered Housing 
 

Grass Cut from April till October every 14 days. 

Litter Pick prior to grass cutting. 

Hedges  
(Powys 
owned) 

Cut once after 1st September unless additional safety cut required 
where adjacent to a footway. 

 
Shrub 
beds 

Pruned once a year and attend to on a further 4 occasions to 
remove litter and weeds 

Weeds No planned chemical treatment  
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Amenity Grass Areas 
Council Housing Estates, Playing Fields, Council Offices, Libraries, Car Parks & 
Roundabouts. 
 

Grass Cut from April till October every 21 days. 

Litter Picked prior to grass cutting. 

Hedges  
(Powys 
owned) 

Cut once after 1st September unless additional safety cut required 
where adjacent to a footway. 

 
Shrub 
beds 

Prune once per year and attend to on a further 4 occasions to 
remove litter and weeds. 

Weeds No planned chemical treatment.  

 

Highways Verges Areas 
 

Urban grass verges 
Most adopted roadside verges inside 30 & 40 mph speed restrictions limits. 

Cut 3 times a year – depending on seasonal conditions, but usually 1st cut 
May, 2nd cut July, and 3rd cut September.  
 

Rural grass verges 
All roadside verges outside of speed restriction limits. 
 

Cut One cut of Class 1 Road junctions during May, with one full cut 
following  starting middle June in order of priority - Class 1, Class 2, 
Class 3 & Unclassified roads by area 

  

e) Menter Brycheiniog a Maesyfed – Welsh Language Policy 
Cllr Bailey declared an interest in this application and left the room whilst 
discussions took place. 
 
Members discussed this matter and felt his is an emotive issue. 
Resolved: to write to One Voice Wales to ask them to put pressure on the Welsh 
Government to provide funding to Town & Community Councils to enable them 
to introduce and maintain Welsh Language Schemes. 
 
Cllr Coleman supported the Welsh Language issue and felt the Council should 
recognise this however he appreciated the huge funding pressure this could 
place on the Council. 
 
Cllr Meredudd suggested that One Voice Wales may offer some training on this 
matter and the Clerk agreed to contact OVW regarding this. The Clerk will 
acknowledge the letter from Menter Brycheiniog informing them of the Council’s 
actions. 
 

f) Albert Hall Committee – Town Council Representative   
Email from Howard Nixon pointing out that the Constitution for the Albert Hall 
Committee only allows for one representative per organisation.  
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Cllr Francis indicated his wish to remain as Town Council representative. Cllr 
Green asked if the Council could request a copy of the minutes. 
Resolved: Clerk to notify the Albert Hall Committee that Cllr Francis will be Town 
Council representative and request a copy of the minutes on a regular basis. 
 

g) Powys County Council – Library Consultation 
Notification of this has been published over the last few days and Cllr Price had 
asked for this to be included on the agenda. Due to the timing for the closure of 
the consultation,the Chairman and Clerk had agreed to this. 
 
It was agreed to form a Task & Finish Group to formulate a Town Council 
response to the Consultation Document and the Questionnaire. Group to consist 
of Cllr G Price, C Rouse, E Worgan, R Coleman, S Meredudd, S Dorkenoo and W 
Francis. 
Resolved: Task and Finish Group to produce Council response to Consultation 
and Questionnaire. Clerk to circulate relevant paperwork to members. 

 
TC 86/14 Applications for Financial Assistance 

a) Brecon & Radnor Samaritans – Release of Grant - £500  - Approved 
 
TC 87/14 Representatives Report  

a) Finance & Business Development Meeting (Clerk)  
b) Powys Regeneration Partnership (SM) 
c) Site Meeting – Rock Park Grass Cutting (SM) 
d) Friends of Rock Park (SM) 

 
TC 88/14 Planning Applications 

a) P/2014/0571 – Change of use: Shop to ancillary residential accommodation and 
external alterations to front elevation of Buriton House, Oxford Road for Mr M 
Harfield. No objection. 
 

b) P/2014/0607 – Change of use of ground floor from shop/office use to A3 micro 
pub/real ale house at Ground Floor Arvon House, Llandrindod Wells for Laura 
Gallagher 
Cllr Williams declared an interest in this application and left the room whilst 
discussions took place. 
 
Cllr Price and other members welcomed this application and congratulated the 
applicants for taking on such a business challenge in these difficult times. 
 
Cllr Rouse had approached local residents within her ward regarding this 
application and had received concerns on the following items – rear access 
issues, lack of parking, noise at rear of property, duplication of businesses in the 
area, sheltered housing opposite, concerns for the elderly residents, effect on 
local businesses. 
 
A proposal of no objection was made by Cllr Price which was carried by 11 votes 
to 1. Cllr Rouse objected to this application in view of the comments from her 
ward members. 
Resolved: to support this application. 
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TC 89/14 Accounts for July 2014 
  The payments as listed were approved and signed. 
 
TC 90/14 Annual Audit 

The Annual Audit had been returned from BDO Stoy Hayward and no issues were 
arising. The Council agreed and confirmed the audit form which was signed by the 
Chairman and Clerk. 
 

TC 91/14 LDP 
a) Site 488 – Land Adjacent to Lakeside Avenue 

Cllr Francis and Cllr Meredudd had made detailed comments objecting to this 
site. Resolved: to send these comments in response. 

 
b) Site 71 – Land East of Ithon Road 

Cllr Meredudd had made some comments on this site. The Clerk read out the 
Council’s previous comments on this site. Resolved: to send both sets of 
comments in response. 

 
c) LDP Comments 

The Chairman and members thanked Cllr Francis for preparing such a concise 
report containing observations and issues with the LDP. 
Resolved: to submit these comments as the Town Council response to the 
LDP. 
 

TC 92/14 Town Council Vacancy 
  The Clerk informed members of the following: 
 

The Chairman received Cllr Macaulay’s resignation on 25th June 2014. The Clerk 
published the statutory CV2 notice of vacancy notices, these enabled residents of the 
North Ward to request an election within 14 working days of the publication of the 
notice.  The closing date for this is Wednesday 16th July.  However, she was aware 
that an election has been called. 
 
The Council awaits further information from Powys County Council regarding the 
election; it is likely to be during late August or early September. 
 
Anyone wishing to stand for the vacancy should contact the Electoral Services 
Department within Powys County Council – telephone 01597 826747 to request a 
candidate pack and establish that they meet the criteria to stand for the vacancy. 
Once further information is received she will publish this on the Town Council 
website and circulate it to members and the press. 
 
The cost of the previous election for the East ward was £1182.48 (electorate 415) 
The North ward has 1151 electorate. 
 
Members were asked to decide if they wish to order Polling cards for this election. 
These will be at an approximate cost of £40 per 100 = £500. The Clerk recommended 
that polling cards be requested to allow for inclusion. 
Resolved: Clerk to request polling cards. 
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TC 93/14 European Christmas Market & Switch On 
  At the recent Festive Lighting Meeting the above issue was discussed. 
 

Members discussed this date and felt that minimum disruption to the traders would 
be ideal. After some discussion it was agreed to approach the European market 
organiser and Commercial Christmas to see if they would be prepared to move the 
date to Sunday 30th December, this would allow the town traders an additional day’s 
trading, there would be limited parking restrictions and most members of the public 
would not be working. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that both the European Market and Commercial Christmas 
would be happy for the event to be moved to Sunday 30th November. 
Resolved: to rearrange this event for Sunday 30th November. The Clerk asked if 
anyone is interested in assisting with plans this would be welcomed. 

 
  Cllr Coleman left the meeting at this point. 
 
TC 94/14 Budget Committee 
  The following members expressed an interest in forming the Budget Committee: 
 

Cllr Price, Cllr Green, Cllr Dorkenoo, Cllr Francis, Cllr Williams 
Resolved: The Committee to be made up of the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the 5 
members listed above. 
 

TC 95/14 Thursday Market Proposal 
Cllr Green declared an interest in this application and left the room whilst 
discussions took place. 
The Chairman explained that she and Cllr Price had attended a meeting regarding 
this matter and PCC is not prepared to go forward with this matter as it stands.  They 
are happy to receive an application for Anne-Marie and Derek Gibbons with relevant 
supporting information which will be considered.  This was noted. 

 
  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th September 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………………………………. 
 
 


