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LLANDRINDOD WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Remote Meeting held on Tuesday 19th October 2021 at 6.30pm 
 
Present: Cllr L Weerdmeester-Price, W Curzon, J Jones, S Thomas, K Nicholls, M Morgan 
  S Deeks-D’Silva, S Sims, K Brelstaff, K Evans, S Meredudd, J Shaw 
 
Apologies: Cllr B Williams 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
TC 143/21 Declaration of Interest   

 TC 152/21 a&b Cllr K Nicholls 
 
TC 144/21 Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September 2021 were approved. 
 
TC 145/21 Clerks’ Report 

a) Local Government Elections (Wales) Act 2021 
The Clerk has been  contacted by many councils who will be contacting Welsh 
Government with regard to the new legislation for in-person meetings following this 
council’s campaign for funding to councils to support the infrastructure and 
equipment costs. The support has been tremendous. 

 
b) The Hive 

Severn Wye Energy has won the Powys Business Awards for its work via The Hive. 
The Town Council facilitated this project by obtaining full grant funding and 
continues to work closely with Severn Wye Energy. Well done everyone concerned. 

 
c) Wooden Trail 

The re-surfacing works have been completed to a high standard. The Chair and Cllr 
Jones will installing some fence posts shortly on site. 

 
TC 146/21 Chairs Report 

The Chair reported that due to unforeseen circumstances he had not been freely 
available over the last few weeks.  However, he had presented a cheque to Glenys 
Bufton Animal Rescue for £100 on behalf of the Town Council and residents of 
Llandrindod Wells and got an insight into the valuable work she carries out on behalf of 
the community. 
 
He had also presented a cheque for £100 to Llandrindod Wells Food Bank and spent 
some time visiting the project and receiving a real insight to the wonderful works they 
carry out to ensure the people of our area not without food.  He stated he will be 
visiting again to give them his support. 

 
TC 147/21 Public Speaking  
  None. 
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TC 148/21 Correspondence 
a) 1st Llandrindod Scouts – Thanks 

Thanks for the grant awarded.  The Clerk had been advised that due to the rise in 
Covid 19 cases, the trip to St Fagan’s has been postponed. She approached the 
Council to suggest that the grant should be ringfenced for this trip. 
Resolved: permit the group to ringfence these monies for the trip in future. 
 

b) Cty Cllr H Hulme – Lake Park Highways Issues 
Response as follows: 
“As you will be aware, County Councillor Pete Roberts has conducted a survey about 
the lake.  We plan to utilise the results of this survey to formulate options take this 
forward. 
 
I can assure you that we will fully liaise with the Town Council on this when 
developing plans which will then be subject to further public consultation.” 
This was noted. 
 

c) Twinning Association – Visit 
Notification of planned visits in 2022 and an invitation and a twinning exchange in 
May 2022. Also an invitation to a choir or band to take part in the celebrations. This 
was noted. 
 

d) One Voice Wales – Self-Evaluation Toolkit Pilot 
One Voice Wales, SLCC and Welsh Government – with support from Audit Wales 
– have been developing a new bespoke toolkit to help your council to stay on top 
of governance requirements and regularly reflect on how it is serving its 
community. There are currently two elements to this tool:  
 

• A governance and financial management health check designed to assess 
whether your council has fundamental governance and financial 
arrangements and policies in place (A checklist approach to enable your 
council to tick off those requirements it has in place and those which it 
needs to action) 

• A governance and financial management self-assessment to enable your 
council to reflect on how it manages finances and governs itself and how 
it operates within the local community and what actions it could consider 
to make its work more effective. 

 
Before sharing with the sector for use, we are seeking around 50 councils to take 
part in a pilot to ‘road test’ a developmental version of the tool in a real council 
environment.   Your feedback will help shape the finished product. We want to 
give councils plenty of time to look at it, so the testing period is likely to be 
autumn, leading up to the end of the year. We would then invite representatives 
to attend a focus group session early in the New Year to give us feedback. 
 
Members felt the Town Council could contribute to this pilot and wished to take 
part. 
Resolved: to offer to become part of the pilot scheme. 
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e) Dyfed Powys Police – Divisional Commander for Powys 
Superintendent Steve Davies would welcome the opportunity to brief you and Town 
Council colleagues in relation to some changes Heddlu Dyfed-Powys Police are 
introducing in relation to its operating model from November 7th 2021.  
 
Members were interested in receiving a presentation. 
Resolved: to agree to receive a presentation via MS Teams from Supt Davies. Clerk 
to ask for a date. 

 
f) Nature Wise – Training for Welsh Community Groups 

Offer to community groups to become part of a training scheme. 
Resolved: to pass this on to Trawsnewid Llandrindod Transition and The Hive. 
 

TC 149/21 Planning Applications 
  None. 
 
TC 150/21 Applications for Financial Assistance  
  None. 
 
TC 151/21 Finances 

a) To approve the payments for September 2021 
Resolved: accounts were approved. 
 

b) Expenses/Budget to 30.09.21 – for information. 
Resolved: received. 

 
TC 152/21 East Ward Vacancy 

a) Candidate Presentations 
Cllr Nicholls declared an interest in this matter and left the room whilst discussions 
took place. 
 
3 applications were received from N Bastow, J Ewing and J Jones. All applicants met 
the qualification criteria. 
 
Each candidate made a verbal presentation to the Council. 
 
The Chairman thanked the candidates for their presentations and interest in joining 
the Council. 
  

b) Co-option Vote 
The Clerk launched a Zoom Poll and members were asked to vote for one candidate. 
Resolved: following receipt of a majority vote, to appoint Jonathan Jones as 
member for the East ward. 
 

TC 153/21 Council Projects: 
 

a) Climate Emergency – Update (KB) 
i. Update 
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Cllr Brelstaff provided an update to members on his work with TLT 
and as a member of PACE.  The PACE AGM will be held shortly. The 
Town Council awaits contact from Renew Wales with regard to the 
requested mentor to assist the Council with its audit of services. The 
Town Council also has a Climate Emergency web page and Cllr 
Brelstaff felt that members should be asked to suggest content for 
this page.  He will look into this shortly. 
 

ii. Possible Presentation from SWEA on The Hive 
Cllr Brelstaff had recently seen a presentation from SWEA on the 
work being undertaken at The Hive. He felt this would be of benefit 
to the Town Council. 
Resolved: to approach Severn Wye Energy to ask them to make a 
remote presentation to the Council. 
 
Members thanked Cllr Brelstaff for his works on this project. 
 

b) Banking Group (KB) 
i. Update Report  

Report and supporting information were presented by Cllr Brelstaff 
on behalf of the Banking Task & Finish Group.  
 
Cllr Brelstaff gave a brief report on the works of the group which 
included Cllr Morgan, Cllr Meredudd, Cllr Jones, Cty Cllr P Roberts 
and Cty Cllr J Berriman.  He felt the group had come to the end of its 
remit, however, lots more work was possible. 
 
The group made the following recommendations to full council: 

 
1. To commission a survey to identify how people use banks and 

what they want from them. In addition, to survey consideration 

of the range of possibilities that could replace the traditional 

model of access to banking. 

2. To continue to lobby our representatives (including Fay Jones 

MP) for access to the Banc Cambria development. 

3. To discuss with the Post Office their plans to accommodate 

increased transactions. 

4. To follow up the Access to Cash report when issued, with a 

request directly or through representatives, for non-purchase 

cashback to be considered in Llandrindod 

5. To contact other towns and communities who are in a similar 

position to Llandrindod Wells. 

Resolved: Group to continue its works in line with the approved 
recommendations above. 
 
The Chair thanked all members of the Task & Finish Group for their 
hard work on this project and looked forward to further reports. 
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c) Festive Lighting 2021 (Clerk) 
The Clerk presented plans from the Festive Lighting Committee for Christmas 
2021 which include additional lighting at the Crossing, Ridgebourne and Park 
Crescent.  
 
The Christmas Lights Parade and Switch will be held on Saturday 27th 
November 2021 and a free Ice Rink on Temple Gardens for Saturday 27th and 
Sunday 28th November 2021. Volunteers will be required for the Switch On 
event  and members were asked to contact the Clerk to volunteer. 
 
The Chair thanked all members of the Festive Lighting Committee for their 
hard work and commitment to this project. He admitted that prior to 
attending the meeting he was not too interested in Christmas lights, but the 
Committee’s enthusiasm has rubbed off on him and he is excited for a 
wonderful Christmas display. 
 

d) NHS Dental Provision 
i. PTHB Letter 

“Powys Community Health Council (CHC) has published a Report 
about ‘Access to Dentists During the COVID-19 Pandemic’. 
 
CHCs are the independent watchdog of NHS services within Wales 
and we seek to encourage and enable members of the public to be 
actively involved in decisions affecting the design, development and 
delivery of healthcare for their families and local communities. 
 
After hearing from people in Powys about the difficulty in obtaining 
NHS dental treatment, the Community Health Council undertook 
some work to understand more about dental services available 
across Powys.  We asked people to share their views and experiences 
of NHS dental care through the All Wales CHC survey “NHS Care 
During Coronavirus Emergency”.  We also carried out a ‘mystery 
shopper’ exercise to determine the availability of NHS dental services 
across Powys and we issued a survey to dental practices in Powys, 
asking them about services being offered. 

 
More than half of the people who responded to our survey told us 
that they were unable to access an NHS dentist in Powys.  This was 
confirmed by the results of the ‘mystery shopper’ exercise and the 
survey of dental practices when dental practices informed us that 
they were not able to accept new registrations of NHS patient. 
The lack of dental services is having a negative impact on people, 
many of whom are worried that their dental health is deteriorating 
because they are not able to get the treatment they require. 

 
It is important to note that the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly 
impacted dental practices, particularly the need to ensure safety by 
putting in place strict infection control measures.   
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The specific issue of aerosol generating procedures (AGPs), which is a 
large percentage of the work undertaken by a dentist, means that 
the number of patients seen in a day is much lower than before the 
pandemic. 

 
Our report was issued to Powys Teaching Health Board and they have 
told us about the service changes and developments which have 
occurred in the last few months.  This includes a dedicated dental 
telephone helpline to assist patients who require a dentist.  The 
Health Board has developed an improvement plan and the CHC will 
be monitoring actions against this plan. Full report here: 

 
https://powyschc.nhs.wales/files/report-library/access-to-dentists-
during-the-covid-19-pandemic-report/ 
 
Cllr Brelstaff felt that this response was a little vague and any ideas 
suggested by the group formed by the Town Council which is led up 
by Jane Dodds seems to be shot down. 
 

ii. Meeting Notes – 04.10.21 
Cllr Brelstaff circulated the notes from the recent meeting and will 
continue to report to the Town Council on progress. The group is 
pushing PTHB to come up with real suggestions for improving NHS 
dental provision in our area. There is concern that the lack of this 
provision will have an impact on the town and make it less attractive 
for people wishing to move into the area, which will have a knock- on 
effect on the economy. 

  
TC 154/21 Standing Order Review 
  Cllr Steve Deeks-D’Silva proposed the following amendment to Standing Order 3.1l: 
 

3.1l Photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a 

meeting by any means is not permitted without the Council’s prior written consent. 

Proposed Amendment: 
 
3.1.l Photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a 

meeting by any means is not permitted without the Council’s consent. 

NB: The text in bold is mandatory under Local Government Act 1972.  The existing 
Standing Order 3.1l states “prior written.” The recommendation is to remove this 
section. 
Resolved: to amend Standing Orders as above. 

 
TC 155/21 Council Meeting 26.10.21 

The Clerk reminded members of the council meeting to be held on Tuesday 26th 
October 2021 at 6.30pm via Zoom to discuss the Audit Wales Investigation Report. 

 
 

https://powyschc.nhs.wales/files/report-library/access-to-dentists-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-report/
https://powyschc.nhs.wales/files/report-library/access-to-dentists-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-report/
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TC 156/21 Resolution – Confidential Matters  
Resolved:  that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
business in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 as 
there would be disclosure to them of confidential information relating to contractual 
and personnel content. 

 
TC 157/21 Confidential Matters (Contractual, Legal or Personnel Related.) 

a) Skate Park – Grant Applications 
Cllr Deeks-D’Silva reported as chair of the Skate Park Committee.   
 
He updated members on progress. Minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 
2021 had been circulated to full council following approval.  Good progress is being 
made, and the committee are very enthusiastic. However, the project is likely to 
need significant grant funding which will require a considerable amount of 
professional expertise and experience in bid writing.  In view of this, Cllr Deeks-
D’Silva asked the council to consider engaging a professional service for this.  The 
council has recently used R4C for a similar project.  
 
The Town Council members of the committee supported this action. 
Resolved: to appoint R4C to undertake this work on behalf of the Town Council in 
support of the Skate Park Project. 

 
 


