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LLANDRINDOD WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 17th October 2017 in Committee Room A, County Hall 
 
Present: Cllr J Williams. E Worgan, S Deeks-D’Silva, J Hawker, D Walton, K Nicholls, W Francis, 

B Makusha, S Meredudd, B Williams. 
 
Apologies: Cllr G Price, W Curzon 
  
Absent: Cllr K Martin, G Davis 
 
TC 121/17 Declarations 
  Cllr J Williams – 8a & b, 12, 13 
  Cllr K Nicholls – 9b 
  Cllr B Williams – 5c 
  Cllr J Hawker 9b & 12 
 
TC 122/17 Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th September 2017 were confirmed and 
signed. 

TC 123/17 Clerk’s Report/Information from Meeting:   
TC 109/17 South East Wales Poppy Launch – Sat 28th October 2017 
A reminder to any member wishing to parade as part of the Town Council to meet at 
the Royal British Legion for 10.00am. 

 A Working Party is required for Saturday 21st October to hang the large poppies 
within the town centre. Anyone wishing to assist should meet outside the Town 
Council officer at 10.00am. 

TC 111/17 Pavilion Mid Wales – Tables 
The Tables purchased by the Town Council have now been delivered to the Pavilion. 

TC 88/17b  New Life Church – Defibrillator 
The New Life Church has now raised sufficient funds to purchase the Defibrillator. 
The Town Council grant of £200 has now been sent. 

TC 117/17 Presentation to High School 
Cllr Davis has received a suggested date of 14th December for the above. 

 Festive Lighting Switch On & Parade, Saturday 25th November 2017 
The Festive Lighting Committee has organised the Switch on and parade on the 
above date. The parade will commence at 4.30pm from the market site and will 
parade to along to the end of Middleton Street (road closure in place). The Switch on 
will take place from “Worth Your Salt” 

 A Working Party will be meeting at the Bandstand on Saturday 4th November at 
10.00am to install lighting on 2 trees on Temple Gardens and test and check existing 
lighting 



Page 2 of 8 

 

   

TC 124/17 Chairman’s Announcements 

11th Sept – Meeting with Peter from the Christmas lights company with plans for this 

year. 

11th Sept- Meeting about grant funding for the war memorial. 

12th Sept – Meeting with the Welsh 2-day motorcycle event Clerk of course and 

Powys County Council rights of way officer to discuss feedback from this year’s 

event. A productive meeting with very positive outcome for future events. The 

meeting was also attended by the portfolio holder for regeneration who is keen to 

see the event go from strength to strength. 

13th Sept – Lions cheque presentation. Attended the Lions club meeting to accept 

the cheque for their sponsorship of the roundabout that the Town Council have just 

taken over. 

16th Sept – Cefnllys school 25th anniversary. Attended Cefnllys school to celebrate 

their 25th anniversary. A great day with lots going on in and around the school. Well 

done to everybody on the huge amount of work that went into making this a 

success. 

16th Sept – Music under the canopy. Attended the first music under the canopy 

event at the rock park heritage centre. A fantastic afternoon of music and poems to 

celebrate the newly refurbished canopy. This is a hugely important building for our 

town and the small band of volunteers work hard to keep it in good shape, well done 

it looks great. 

19th Sept – Meeting at the war memorial to discuss renovation work needed to 

restore the memorial to top class condition. 

19th Sept – Full Town Council Meeting. 

20th Sept – Festive lights meeting.  

25th Sept – Liaison meeting with the Victorian Festival Committee and Friends of the 

festival. Following a large amount of email correspondence and accusations I felt the 

only way forward was to call a meeting with all interested parties to sort out once 

and for all any issues that were causing problems between the various parties. The 

meeting was well attended and representation from all groups were in attendance. 

The meeting was open and free for anyone to speak, with everybody who wished to 

speak given ample time to put their views across and reply to anything they felt 

needed clarifying. Many issues were brought up and answers given by those 

concerned. The meeting ended and everyone was invited by the Mayor for a drink at 

the Metropole hotel. The feedback on the night was great with everybody happy 

with the meeting and issues addressed. The chair and secretary of the friends had 

travelled from the south of England to the meeting and were happy that the meeting 

had cleared up misunderstandings.  
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Sadly, since the meeting minutes were sent out the Director of the Festival has felt it 

necessary to issue a 6-page rebuttal to the meeting. I find this extremely 

disheartening as nothing of this was raised at the meeting, which was the whole 

point of getting together.  

27th Sept – Twinning committee AGM. The AGM was postponed due to a lack of 

attendance but useful forward planning was discussed informally. 

29th Sept – Eisteddfod cheque presentation. Handing over a cheque from the 

Children’s Eisteddfod committee to the National committee in support of the 

National festival coming to Builth Wells next year. 

2nd Oct - Opening of the Powys County Archives. I attended the opening of this new 

facility on the industrial park. This is a fantastic purpose-built building to house 

important documents from around our County. After the opening we were given a 

tour around the building and had the chance to inspect some of the archives. This 

will be a great draw to town which is already bringing in many visitors who stay in 

town so they can use the archive. 

3rd Oct – Training day. Attended training for employment by Town and Community 

Councils. 

3rd Oct – Town Council Business meeting. Disappointing turn out by Councillors for 

this important meeting. 

4th Oct – Town Council Personal committee meeting.  

6th Oct – Meeting with Tara from the traders group to sort out issues with the 

Christmas light up event. A very illuminating meeting for both groups! 

10th Oct – Induction of Andrew Perrin as the new vicar of Holy Trinity. A very nice 

service to install Andrew in Holy Trinity, I present him with a gift of local books on 

behalf of the Town Council. He will be a great asset to our community. 

12th Oct – BBC Radio Wales Interview. I was interviewed by BBC Radio Wales about 

the fact that Llandrindod Wells had been voted the happiest place in Wales. It was 

great to see our town get national press coverage. 

12th Oct – Meeting with Councillors at the crazy golf course to discuss future plans 

for the site, again a poor turnout my thanks to those who made the effort to turn up. 

12th Oct – Festive lights meeting. A good meeting with several issues sorted out. 

13th Oct – Helped to set up for the children’s Eisteddfod in holy trinity church. 

14th Oct – Children’s Eisteddfod. Attended the annual event at holy trinity. It was 

fantastic to see the children take to the stage and perform so confidently. It was a 

pleasure to be part of such a great event. 
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TC 125/17 Christmas Tree Festival 
The Chair informed members that he had recently attended the installation of the 
new Vicar for the Holy Trinity Church and Parish, Rev Andrew Perrin. Rev Perrin is 
keen to re-introduce the Christmas Tree Festival and Community Carol Singing 
possibly on 17th December either around the Memory Tree in the Grotto or on the 
Bandstand. The Festive Lighting Committee suggested that the Town Council have a 
tree at the Festival with the theme of “Happiness” in light of the recent press 
coverage. 
Resolved: to have a tree at the Festival which will be purchased by Cllr Worgan out 
of her civic allowance. The Chair to liaise with Rev Perrin with regard to the 
Community Carol Singing. 
 

TC 126/17 Correspondence 
a) Powys County Council – Cefnllys School Governorship 

Cllr Francis’ term of Governorship is due to end shortly. 
Resolved:  to reappoint Cllr Francis. 
 

a) Llandrindod Wells Project Officer – Wellness Meeting 
Report of recent Wellness Meeting which was attended by Cllr Meredudd. 
The Chair felt this was for information and also to ask if the Council would wish 
to send a representative. 
Resolved: Cllr Meredudd was elected as the representative to attend these 
meetings. 
 

b) Victorian Festival – Response to Liaison Meeting 
Cllr B Williams declared an interest in this matter and left the room whilst 
discussions took place. 
Response from the Victorian Festival with regard to the recent liaison meeting. 
 
The Chair began by giving some background to the situation informing members 
that he had called the liaison meeting to put an end to the bickering between the 
Victorian Festival Committee, Friends Committee and the Town Council. He felt 
the meeting had been extremely successful and had taken all present out for a 
drink following the meeting. He felt this had been an end to matters and would 
allow all parties to move on for the benefit of the Festival and the town. 
 
However, an email had been received from Mr Hartley with a six page rebuttal 
making accusations against individual members of the Town Council including 
the Chair, Cllr Deeks-D’Silva and the Clerk. The Chair has a duty to the Town 
Council and will not have the name of the Council blackened and wished to 
respond to this. 
 
The Chair mentioned that he had telephoned the Chair of the Friends to ask how 
they felt the meeting had gone, he felt that the meeting was no way slanted and 
was dismayed at the response sent to the Town Council. 
 
Cllr Meredudd felt sure that not all members of the Committee or Friends had 
issues with the Town Council and the majority were quite happy and felt that the 
animosity had been directed from one member. 
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Cllr Walton was unable to attend the liaison meeting but had read the notes and 
the response from the Festival and asked if the Friends are aware of this. The 
Chair confirmed that the Friends Committee were copied into Mr Hartley’s 
response. 
Cllr Nicholls was also unable to attend the meeting but had read thoroughly the 
notes and the response and was disgusted with its contents, in particular with 
regard to Cllr Deeks-D’Silva who had stepped up to be the TC representative as 
no one else was interested. 
 
Cllr Makusha commented that he was disappointed with the response but felt 
the Council should not engage in tit for tat communications. 
 
Cllr Deeks-D’Silva felt he was at the centre of this matter and felt that the Festival 
is important for the town and its local residents. 2017 had not been aimed so 
much at local people, but felt the Council should now move on. 
 
Cllr Hawker commented on the hard work of the Friends and felt that entering 
into tit for tat communications could damage the relationship between the 
Festival and Friends. 
 
Cllr Francis felt that the Festival is a useful function within the town, and the 
glitch is with an individual member rather than the Festival Committee as a 
whole. He felt that the Council should try and diffuse this situation as much as 
possible. 
 
Cllr Makusha re-iterated his point and felt that some type of conflict resolution is 
needed. He asked how does the Council go forward with this. 
 
The Chairman suggested responding to the rebuttal, however some members did 
not feel this would be  helpful. 
Resolved: to write to the Festival Committee with a copy to the Chair of the 
Friends asking what the Victorian Festival wants from the Town Council and if 
they wish to have a Town Council representative to serve on their Committee. 
 

TC 127/17 Planning Applications  
 Cllr Williams declared an interest in this matter and left the room whilst discussions    

  Took place 
 

Cllr Worgan took the Chair for this matter. 
 

a) TREE/2017/0041 – Work on trees in a conservation area at Christchurch Court, 
Park Crescent, Llandrindod Wells. No objection. 

 
b) P/2017/1145 – Cae Eithin, Cefnllys Lane – Planning Committee - Representative 

Invitation for Town Council representative to address the Planning Committee on 
26th October 2017 stating the Council’s objection. 
Resolved: Cllr Francis will attend. 
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TC 128/17 Application for Financial Assistance 
a) Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution 

Application for a grant from the RAB, a committee dedicated to providing welfare 
advice, practical care and financial support for those members of the farming 
community in need. 
 
This matter was discussed and Cllr Meredudd was concerned that this 
Committee would  not serve the residents of Llandrindod Wells as there is 
potentially little farming community. 
Resolved: to respond asking for details on money had been awarded to residents 
of Llandrindod Wells, and confirmation that monies given could be ring-fenced 
for the residents  of Llandrindod Wells. 
 

b) Pavilion Mid Wales – Spooktacular Children’s Halloween – Event Application 
Cllr Hawker & Cllr Nicholls declared an interest in this matter and left the room 
whilst discussions took place. 
Application to the Events Budget to supply treats for the treats bags for the 
children attending the above event. 
 
Cllr B Williams felt this is a fantastic event and would like to give £200. 
 
Cllr Deeks-D’Silva commented on the charge of £3 entry per child, he would not 
be happy with the money being spent on sweets in view of the current levels of 
obesity and child health issues. 
 
The Chair raised concerns over this application and about public perception. The 
applicant is a member of the Town Council, also last month funding was awarded 
to the Pavilion who has a Director who is a member of the Town Council, and the 
Pavilion is a commercial business. He also had issues with the entrance charge. 
He felt there were other ways to support the event. The Chairman re-iterated 
that the Town Council cannot fund a commercial business. 
 
Cllr Williams felt that £3 to put on an event such as this is acceptable. 
 
Cllr Meredudd commented that the “treats” mentioned may not be sweets. 
 
Cllr Makusha questioned the entry charge and felt that many families would be 
unable to afford this. 
 
Cllr Francis suggested that the Town Council allocates £200 and reduces the 
entry fee to £2. 
 
The Chair suggested that he and the Vice Chair could fund the £200 from their 
Civic Allowances, the Vice Chair agreed to this. 
Resolved: to not award a grant to the Pavilion for this event from Town Council 
funds for the reasons stated by the Chair. 
 
Cllrs Hawker and Nicholls returned to the meeting and the Chair updated them 
on the decision. 
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Cllr Hawker pointed out that the application had been made under the Unity 
Project with the involvement of 10 local organisations. Pavilion headed paper 
had been used as there is none available for the Unity Project. 
 
He stated that the Pavilion is a Community Interest Company limited by 
guarantee with the same status as a charitable organisation, however it is run on 
a business framework. 
 
The proceeds from the entry fee are to cover the cost of materials purchased for 
the event by individual groups. The event in 2016 raised a surplus of £60 which 
was donated to Flicks in the Sticks. 
 
Cllr Hawker thanked the Chair and Vice for their offer of grant support to the 
value of £200. 

 
TC 129/17 Accounts 

The accounts for September were approved and signed. 
 
TC 130/17 Member’s Reports 

a) Trawsnewid Llandrindod Transition (SM) 
b) Local Action Group of Rural Development Plan (SM) 
c) Herb Garden Community Café (SM 
d) One Voice Wales Annual Meeting (SM) 
e) Creating the Wellness Heart of Britain Seminar (SM) 

 
TC 131/17 Llandrindod Youth Market 

Cllr Williams & Cllr Hawker declared an interest in this matter and left the room 
whilst discussions took place. 
 Approach from the Youth Market asking the Town Council to become its umbrella 
organisation which included a copy of the Constitution. 
 
Cllr Worgan took the Chair for this matter. She introduced the event with some 
background information and asked the Clerk for the information with regard to 
insurance cover. 
 
The Clerk had sought advice from the Council’s Insurers who confirmed that the 
Town Council would be unable to cover the Youth Market under its policy as the 
umbrella organisation. 
 
Discussions took place on this matter and it was suggested that the Council could be 
an Advisory body to the Youth Market and also a Sponsoring body, if the Youth 
Market were to apply for a grant, this could be for insurance cover and/or other 
items. The Council could also ask for a representative/s to sit on the Youth Market 
Committee as a significant funder. 
 
Cllr Worgan confirmed that at the meetings she attended the Youth Market 
appeared to want to make its own decisions and follow its own course of choice, 
holding meetings of the youth and then inviting the adult members of the committee 



Page 8 of 8 

 

   

to join the meeting later to receive feedback on the decisions. 
 
Cllr Makusha and Cllr B Williams felt that the Youth Market is a great initiative and 
agreed the Town Council should support it. It was asked how the Council would 
envisage the connection with the Youth Market.  Cllr Worgan confirmed this could 
be as an Advisory Body and/or Sponsoring Body, with the offer of a TC 
representative to serve on the committee. The Town Council could set up a Working 
Party to assist the Youth Market with day to day issues. The Youth Market could also 
have access to the Town Council policies and procedures which they could adapt to 
suit their organisation. Cllr Worgan mentioned that this may have to involve minor 
amendments to the groups constitution. 
Resolved: to respond to the Youth Market offering to be an Advisory/Sponsoring 
body with a representative on its Committee and the offer of a Working Party to 
assist. 

 
TC 132/17 Powys County Council – LDP 

Cllr Williams declared an interest in this matter and left the room whilst discussions 
took place. 
 
Cllr Worgan took the Chair for this matter. 
 
Cllr Francis’ had prepared an updated report on the LDP for members consideration. 
Resolved: to put forward the comments summarised by Cllr Francis as the Council’s 
response to the consulation. 
 

TC 133/17 Absence From Meetings 
The Chair reminded members of the absence procedure and the requirement to 
complete and absence form prior to the relevant meeting. 
 

TC 134/17 Putting Green 
A Clean Up day was arranged for Sunday 29th October 2017 at 10.00am. The Clerk 
will draft a notice for residents who may wish to come along. This will include a note 
stating that children must be supervised by an adult at all times. It was suggested 
that the Clerk contact Matt Rising of the Local Roots project to see if he would like to 
assist. 
 

TC 135/17 Resignation – Cllr D Hartley 
Cllr D Hartley tendered her resignation from the Town Council from 17th October 
2017.  The Clerk will now display the CV2 Notice of Vacancy within the community. 
If 10 are received requesting an election before 7th November an  election will be 
called. 
Resolved: To write to Cllr Hartley thanking her for her contribution to the Town 
Council. 

 
 

 


