
 

 

LLANDRINDOD WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 16th September 2014 in Committee Room A, County Hall 
 
Present: Cllr E Worgan, C Rouse, G Price, J Williams, S Dorkenoo, C Bailey, C Carmichael,  

A Bridgman, R Coleman, S Meredudd, P Hill, J Green 
 
Apologies: Cllr W Francis, S Millington, R Houghton 
  
Absent: None 
 

The Chairman congratulated Cllr Chris Carmichael on winning the election and 
welcomed him to his first meeting of the Town Council.  
 
The Chairman allowed Cllr Bailey to address the meeting briefly to inform members 
that on this day in 1400 Owain Glyndwr was declared Prince of Wales.    

 
TC 96/14 Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 15th July 2014 were confirmed and signed. 
 
TC 97/14 Clerk’s Report/Information from Meeting:   

TC/84/13 Town Council Website – the upgraded version has now been live for 
some time, this introduced the new Events Calendar- What’s  On facility. This has 
proved to be popular and effective in the promotion of local events. I would ask that 
anyone running events in Llandrindod Wells notify me via email, if possible, with full 
details of their event. 

 
TC 84/14 WWI Commemoration Events –Both the Commemoration Service and 
Lights Out Candlelit Vigil were very well attended and were successful events for 
both the Town Council and Royal British Legion. The Town Council may well organise 
other events over the next 4 years to continue the commemoration of World War I. 

 
TC 85/14 (g) Library Consultation – the task and finish group prepared a response 
to this consultation, a copy of which is on the Town Council Website on the News 
page. 

 
TC 91/14 LDP Consultation – the Council’s response was submitted on 6th 
August 2014, a copy of which is on the Town Council website on the ‘News’ page. 

 
 Public Conveniences 
 PCC’s Cabinet discussed this provision on Tuesday 9th September with the following 

recommendations which were agreed:  
 

1. To adopt the strategy for the future management and maintenance of public toilets 
as set out in Appendix A  (list of toilets within Powys and the various operational 
agreements) 
Reason – to ensure continued operation of public toilets 
 

2. To close public toilets on 31.03.2015 where no agreement can be reached and to 
utilise the proposed grant to seek alternative provision in that area;   
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Enter into discussions with Town and Community Councils and other organisations 
regarding a proposal sat out in Appendix A, that if no agreement can be reached by 
December 31 2014, a further report will be taken to Cabinet in early January to 
consider the closure of individual public toilets supported by an equality impact 
assessment 
Reason to ensure continued operation of public toilets within budget 
 
They also said that full and current running costs will be given to the local members 
and town and community councils once discussions with them start. 
 
The Town Council expressed an interest in taking over the running of the Station 
Crescent Public Toilet block towards the end of 2013, however, when the new PCC  
Cabinet PCC was formed they postponed any action on this matter for the time 
being. Being aware of the likelihood that the transfer of ownership and responsibility 
may be imminent the Town Council budgeted for this service in 2014/15. This matter 
will therefore be discussed at the next Business Development meeting , with a view 
to moving this matter on. 

 

Flicks in the Sticks 
A  few people have formed a group to run Flicks in the Sticks in Llandrindod Wells, 
this includes members of Cymryd Rhan, Sarah Millington and myself (as an 
individual) to organise, promote and run these events.  Films will run in Llandrindod 
Wells at the Drama Centre (the former Theatr Powys building which seats 70 people) 
The following dates have been agreed: 

 
Saturday 27th September -   Disney’s Frozen (Sing-a-long Version) 
Friday 31st October – 4pm  - Hocus Pocus 
Sunday 23rd November – 3pm – to be decided 
Saturday 13th December – 6pm –  to be decided 

 
Tickets are £4.50 for adults - £4.00 Senior Citizens - £3.00 children. Tickets for Frozen 
have been on sale since August and there are only 7 left. 

 
Ken & Sheila Richards have sponsored the first film, paying for the licence £80 and 
the room hire £40. 

 
Our Chairman is sponsoring the second film, with the Vice Chairman providing £50 
towards the cost of the third film. 

 
The group will be preparing and selling refreshments to raise funds for future films. 

 
If anyone wishes to donate sponsorship, they should contact either me or Samantha 
Evans of Cymryd Rhan. 

 
TC 98/14 Chairman’s Announcements 

“I would like to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to everyone for supporting  
the WW1 commemoration events in August, and to those who helped at the events 
and leading up to the them. The service and “lights out” were both a great success 
and I was overwhelmed by the support from the people of the town.  
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I would especially like to thank my deputy Chris , Jonathan and his family  and our 
Town Clerk for all their help and of course members of the Royal British Legion. Our 
young people also played an important part in the events with representation from 
the schools, and both Army and Air Cadets.  
 
I was proud to be part of a good collaborative team effort with members from the 
Town Council and the Llandrindod Wells Royal British Legion working together to 

organise these memorable events. Over £400 was raised at the events and a 
donation was made to the Welsh Memorial in Flanders and to the Holy Trinity 
Church. “ 
 
Events attended 
14th July  Llandrindod Wells High School Assembly. Head of French, Miss 

Davinia Hardwick was presented with an award for 'Excellent Teacher 
of The Year, 2014' by Routes into language, Cymru. 

17th July  Accompanying our Town Clerk, to judge the Y10 Business event. Many 
talented young people presenting their business plans for specific 
projects.  

19th July Rhayader Carnival float judging companied by the Deputy Mayor. 
What started out as a very wet day, remained dry for the judging and 
the parade. A very difficult task to judge so many good floats and 
walkers.   

3rd August Commemoration service at the Holy Trinity church followed by laying 
of wreaths at the Memorial and the War Memorial Hospital. 

4th August        Lights Out candle lit vigil  
18th /24th Aug  Victorian Festival. Starting with Opening Ceremony on the Monday. 

An excellent week of the usual Victorian entertainment. It was good 
to meet the many visitors to the town who come for the festival,  and 
those who just come to enjoy the events.  

Future events 
14th Sept St Michael’s Hospice launch of the fundraising to provide funds for the 

hospice and to greet walkers who will have walked 31.5 miles 
promoting the work of the hospice and highlighting its presence in 
Powys. 

23rd Sept Launch of Ysgol Trefonnen Wildlife project.  
29th Sept Powys Radnor Federation of WI’s Conference 
15th/20th Oct Visit to Bad Rappenau  with Twinning group. 
 
The Chairman showed members the plaque which was presented to her from St 
Michael’s Hospice. 
 
The Chairman informed members that the Town Council is to be awarded a 
certificate from the central branch of Royal British Legion in recognition of the work 
carried out to commemorate the centenary of WWI. There will be a presentation 
provisionally scheduled for 19th November 2014. Further information will follow. 
The Chairman was overwhelmed with the community response and attendance at 
these events and thanked everyone involved. 
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TC 99/14 Correspondence 
a) George Scarfe – HOWLTA – Visit of Michael Portillo 

Email re recent visit fo Michael Portillo during Victorian Festival week. Noted. 
 

b) One Voice Wales – AGM Motions 
The following list of motions are to be presented at the OVW AGM. Cllr 
Meredudd will represent the Town Council and will vote according to the 
Council’s mandate below: 

 

1. "Pentyrch Community Council 
“In the interest of the furtherance of democracy, One Voice Wales calls 
upon the Welsh Government to regulate that in those circumstances where 
Community Council elections are held at the same time as any other 
election, that only those costs that are greater than the cost of the other 
election are chargeable to the Community Council.”  Motion unclear, 
abstain from vote. 

 
2. Carmarthenshire Area Committee 
“One Voice Wales urges the Welsh Government to prepare a coastal 
defence  on global best practice for the whole of the Welsh coast without 
delay, prioritising its implementation so as to begin with the most 
vulnerable locations, and to work with community and town councils to 
achieve this." Support. 

 
3. Caldicot Town Council  
“Caldicot Town Council objects to any further increase in tolls on the 
Severn River Crossings and when paid for should be abolished altogether” 
Support 

 
4. Tredegar Town Council  
“That One Voice Wales supports the call for a percentage of the Non-
Domestic Rate (Business Rates) currently paid to Welsh Government, to be 
paid directly to Community and Town Councils’ for the benefit of local 
economic growth.”Cynwyl Elfed Community Council. Support. 

 
5. Cynwyl Elfed Community Council “One Voice Wales calls upon the 

Welsh Government to work with mobile signal providers to improve 
coverage across Wales thereby eliminating areas of no or poor mobile 
reception in rural communities.” Support 

 
6. Barry Town Council 
COMPOSITE MOTION (Barry Town Council, Penarth Town Council, 
Maesycwmmer Community Council, Llandrindod Wells Town Council)  

 
“In view of the Public Services Governance and Delivery Review to reduce 
the number of Principal Councils and the on-going reduction in their 
funding which impacts on non-statutory services, and in the endeavour to 
strengthen the delivery of services as closely as possible to the citizen, One 
Voice Wales calls upon the Welsh Government as a matter of urgency to 
provide definitive guidance on: 
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 The legal requirement of Local Authorities who propose service 
delegation/devolution to community and town councils or voluntary 
bodies to ensure robust due diligence is undertaken by all parties; 

 

 Co-operation between Councils and the promotion of good practice 
across the local government sector; 

 

 Financial arrangements, concurrent functions and overcoming the issue 
of ‘double taxation’ 

 

 Accreditation of local councils” - Support 
 

7. Felinheli Community Council 
“That One Voice Wales calls upon National Grid to ensure that its 
consultation practice is open and transparent and ensures all transmission 
options are consulted upon including the provision of total costs for each 
option (direct and indirect) when considering transmission route plans” – 
Abstain. 

 
8. One Voice Wales 
“That membership fees are uplifted by up to 3% for the financial year 2015-
16” – Against 

 
c) Mid & West Wales Fire – Working Together 

Offer to address the Town Council on their work for this project. Members 
discussed this and it was agreed to offer them a space at the Clerk’s Christmas 
Fayre as it was felt it would be more appropriate. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact them regarding this. 
  

d) Edwina Hart AM – Flashing Speed Matrix Signs 
“A speed limit review has been carried out at this area which has shown that the 
30 miles per hour speed limit is generally well adhered to. Two separate 
monitoring exercises showed average speeds of 28.3 and 25 miles per hour. This 
evidence does not suggest that improved signing is required on the entry to 
Llandrindod Wells, and we do not currently plan to install flashing speed matrix 
signs.”  
 
Cllr Price felt that it was unfair that Eardisley has signage in place and it is not 
possible for Llandrindod Wells. 
Resolved: to contact the Minister challenging this matter. Also to contact PCC 
Highways to request a copy of the results from the recent speed survey/s. 
 

e) PCC Steve Gealy – Lakeside Management Plan 
Email as follows: 
Regarding LDP candidate site number 488 land adjacent to Lakeside Avenue I am 
sorry I am not aware of this and I will contact Peter Morris, based in Brecon and 
who deals with planning policies  to request information on this particular site. 

  
The lakeside Management Plan 2006/2007 has been superseded by Lake Park 
Local Nature Reserve, Llandrindod Wells Management Plan 2011 – 2015.  
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Outdoor Recreation services have been regularly taking visual observations for 
water clarity and water levels.  As expected water clarity has improved 
significantly since the restoration,  but is monitored none-the-less.   

  
In the past two years we have not needed to cut the weed, as we had previously; 
I am very hopeful that this suggests that the levels of water-borne nutrients has 
started to drop and stabilise.  We are in regular contact with members of the 
fishing club are in the process of setting up a management plan with them for the 
running of the fishing at the lake.  They are very happy with the conditions for 
fishing as bigger and better fish are being caught (please see attached picture, 
caught 14th June 2014, weighing 27lb 12oz). 

  
Unfortunately, we have no longer have the capacity to host 3 Open Space 
Steering Group meetings with the departure of both Chris Tully and Andy 
Dodgson, but we are willing to consider a single joint liaison group to meet 
annually for the play and parkland areas in Llandrindod.    We have not needed to 
develop liaison groups elsewhere on our landholdings, and this has not caused 
any issues so I am not unduly concerned that this is not in place. 

  
Priorities in the face of severe budget reductions mean we are struggling with 
capacity in meeting all our commitments across the county.    However,  this 
does not mean that we are not open to positive suggestions, ideas or concerns 
that the Town Council and others may have regarding the management of the 
major primary open spaces in the town.” This was noted. 
 

f) PCC Steve Gealy – Pond, Old Town Hall 
Email as follows: 
“As I mentioned earlier in the year the bowl from the fountain is not in Outdoor 
Recreation hands, I have spoken with Andy and he is adamant he never got 
anyone to remove the bowl.  It could have fallen into the water, stolen or our 
local L.E. Team removed it on their own accord.  

  
Please can your council explain what are the issues? and what do you mean 
brought up to a reasonable standard?  The fountain has been in this condition for 
many years, apart from the bowl which has now gone missing.  The fountain was 
commissioned in 1937 and I have never had any complaints about the poor and 
unsafe condition of the fountain before and do we really need to somehow fix a 
metal grid over the top to stop anyone falling in.  

  
I would like to see what risk assessment has been done to suggest there is a 
health and safety issue as I am not aware of any significant risk.  I will contact my 
Health & Safety advisor and Cy Griffiths PCC Built Heritage Officer to meet with 
me on site to discuss these issues your council have mentioned and between us 
hopefully we can come up with a suitable outcome. 

  
If this issue is an impediment to the Town Council taking over the site, could I 
perhaps suggest that the Town Council’s annual grant toward works in the parks 
goes on the grill and fountain instead, thus allowing you to dictate the type of 
work you require. 
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Members discussed this matter at it was agreed that this is PCC’s responsibility 
and it has been in a poor condition for many years. Cllr Williams offered to 
search the pond to see if the bowl is in the water and report back. 
Resolved: to write to Steve Gealy to ask that he undertakes the relevant health & 
safety check and risk assessments in relation to this. 
 

g) HOWLTA – Train Service Consultation 
Request from HOWLTA as follows: 
“At the instigation of Welsh Government, the Forum has been charged with 
developing a strategy to improve the  train service and timetable for the benefit 
of all the communities along the Line.  Jobs and growth are underlining factors 
and to this end it is the Forum’s brief to the consultants to produce a timetable 
which will make it possible to travel longer distances both for business use and 
leisure. 

 
The current time table does not provide for the needs of the people who would 
like to travel by train but cannot with only four trains each way each day.  Even 
with a better time table it will be difficult to provide for all needs and priorities 
will have to be made.  We have researched the requirements of people living 
along the Line through surveys and the resulting outcomes confirm our thinking 
over many years including the need for train that enables workers and students 
to commute to their places of work or study. 

 
Another outcome from our studies has been a requirement for better rolling 
stock than the 153 single carriage set out in the franchise from 2003. (The two 
car 150’s are usually only used to benefit the train operating company so that 
they can provide a service elsewhere on the network.)  This will be a challenge 
because currently there is nothing available throughout the UK and there are no 
plans to build new diesel units.  This is more likely to come about through 
pressure from the potential beneficiaries from a better service. 

 
There is the possibility of some trains being limited stop ie stopping only at main 
stations and thus providing a shorter end to end time.  We need to know if this is 
something that local councils would find useful.   

 
To provide the evidence to the Minister at Welsh Government (and the 
Department for Transport) that there is a need for an improved train service, the 
Forum now requires support from the Councils that are served by the Line and 
would be grateful for a letter to that effect.  It would be helpful to have any local 
priorities so that these can be taken into consideration. 

 
As you can imagine, we need to act in haste as the Minister requires the 
information on her desk by November which does not give much time and we 
would be grateful for a reply as soon as possible.” 
 
The following response would be made: 

 Request for additional and timely services 

 Request for improved and larger rolling stock 

 Request for more bicycle spaces and eliminate pre booking 

 Stress the importance of services for work, education, leisure/tourism 
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 Welcome the additional train in Spring 2015. 
     Resolved – Clerk to pass this information back to HOWLTA. 

 
TC 100/14 Applications for Financial Assistance 

a) Royal Voluntary Service – Application for Grant towards Assisted Shopping Bus. 
Cllr Coleman declared an interest in this application and left the room whilst 
discussions took place.  
Resolved: to give a grant of £500 for 2014/15 to be used specifically for the 
services of the residents of Llandrindod Wells. Also to ask for some evidence of 
the expenditure prior to the Finance meeting in November/December. 
 

b) Rhayader & District Community Support – Release of Grant - £500 – Approved 
 

c) YMCA – Release of grant - £650 – Approved 
 

d) Royal British Legion – Application for Grant towards War Memorial Wall. Cllr 
Worgan and Cllr Hill declared an interest in this application and left the room 
whilst discussions took place. 
Resolved: to ask the Royal British Legion to obtain quotes for discussion by the 
Town Council and consideration. 

 
TC 101/14 Representatives Report  

a) Brecon & Radnor One Voice Wales (SM) Noted 
b) Budget Preparation (WF) Noted 

 
TC 102/14 Planning Applications 

a) TEL/2014/0021 - Notification by a Telecommunications Code System Operator, 
as required by above Order in respect of Tel: Installation of a single BT 
Telecommunication DSLAM cabinetat S/O The Cottage, Spa Road, Llandrindod 
Wells. No objection. 

 
b) TEL/2014/0023 - Notification by a Telecommunications Code System Operator, 

as required by above Order in respect of Tel: Installation of a single BT 
Telecommunication DSLAM cabinetat S/O Broadway House, Broadway, 
Llandrindod Wells. No objection. 

 
c) TEL/2014/0024 - Notification by a Telecommunications Code System Operator, 

as required by above Order in respect of Tel: Installation of a single BT 
Telecommunication DSLAM cabinetat Opposite Oxford House, High Street.  No 
objection. 

 
TC 103/14 Accounts for August & September 2014 
  The accounts as listed were approved and signed by the Chairman.  

 
TC 104/14 European Christmas Market & Switch On 
  The Clerk made a request for a budget for the above event to cover relevant items. 

Resolved: To allocate a budget of £500 from project reserves, the remainder of costs 
to be funded from Festive Lighting budget. 
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TC 105/14 Roundabout 
Cllr Price has received complaints about the condition of the roundabout to the 
North of the town by Tremont Park. 
Resolved: to write to Edwina Hart to ask what plans are in place for the maintenance 
of this roundabout. 
 
The Chairman invited everyone present to join her for a drink to welcome Cllr Chris 
Carmichael. 

 
  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21st October 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………………………………. 
 


