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LLANDRINDOD WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 20th December 2016  in Committee Room A, County Hall 
 
Present: Cllr J Williams, E Worgan, G Price, S Dorkenoo, C Carmichael, B Williams, W Francis,  

S Millington, R Houghton, S Meredudd, C Rouse, B Makusha 
 
Apologies: Cllr J Green 
 
Absent: Cllr S Burgoyne, Cllr P Hill 
 

The Chairman welcomed the new member for South Ward 1, Cllr Brian Makusha to 
the meeting. Members were introduced to Cllr Makusha. 

 
TC 130/16 Declarations  
  None were made. 
 
TC 131/16 Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 15th November 2016 were confirmed and 
signed. 

 
TC 132/16 Clerk’s Report/Information from Meeting:  
  TC 121/16 PCC Arlais Day Centre 

The Town Council recently submitted a response to the consultation with regard to 
Arlais Day Centre. 

 
TC 128/16 High School Consultation 
The closing date for the consultation was 8th December 2016. As Clerk I collected in 
and scanned over 500 objection letters which were taken to County Hall. Many local 
residents sent in individual letters in response. 

 
TC 129/16 Light & Lantern Parade 
I am pleased to say that this event on 19th November went very well and was well 
received by all who attended. The lights were turned on by our Chairman and Mrs 
Lily Rauber and Llandrindod Wells Silver Band entertained us playing carols and 
leading the Community Singing.    
 
After a couple of initial teething problems due to the electrical infrastructure within 
Middleton Street, the town lights are working well and we have received so many 
positive comments about this year’s display.  
 
New for 2016 are the colour changing festoon lights in Middleton Street and on 
Temple Gardens, the 6m Fairybell Twinking  Tree in Memorial Gardens and  the Tree 
of Memory in the Grotto which was kindly donated by Cllr Trish and Mr Rob Hill.  
Dedications  in memory of friends, family and loved ones are being placed daily. Also, 
after many years the Wellingtonia Tree in Memorial Gardens is once again lit for 
Christmas. 
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The Grotto has also been decorated by members of the Town Council, the Festive 
Lighting Committee  and their families.  
 
Thanks to everyone who helped and gave their time freely to make the lighting so 
special for Christmas 2016. 

 
 
TC 133/16 Chairman’s Announcements. 

11th November- Remembrance day. Along with the president of the Royal British 

Legion, we laid a joint wreath at our war memorial in remembrance of those who 

gave their lives during and since the two world wars. 

12th November- Spend the afternoon with the Christmas lights fitters trying to sort 

out the issues. 

13th November- Remembrance Sunday. Marched with the rest of the parade to the 

war memorial for the act of remembrance. I laid a wreath on behalf of the Town 

Council and residence of the town in memory of the local people who gave their lives 

during the war and after the war in the service of our Country. This was followed by 

laying a wreath at the hospital war memorial. Then back to the legion to listen to the 

town band which was excellent as always. 

14th November- Children’s Eisteddfod meeting. 

15th November- Town Council meeting. 

16th November- Meeting with the town traders. Meeting with the traders to plan the 

late night shopping and think about ideas to work together next year. 

16th November- Twinning meeting. 

17th November- Meeting with lake consultants. Met with Chris Jones who is doing a 

study into areas of the lake for future uses on behalf of the business group. 

17th November- Called to lake toilets to fix leaking toilet. 

18th November- Welsh two day end of year event. Attended the Bell Inn for the end 

of year get together and handed out the donations on behalf of the two day 

organisers. Until now I hadn’t realised how much money the event gives to local 

organisations. This is a fantastic event and they are hoping to work with the town 

council next year. 

19th November- Meet your Councillor. Disappointing that nobody turned up, not 

even the Councillors. 

19th November- Spent the morning along with my family, Jane and Kelvin preparing 

for the Christmas light switch on event. My thanks to them for all of their hard work 

on a very cold morning. 
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19th November- 2016 Christmas lights switch on and lantern parade. A slightly damp 

Christmas light switch on, but a good crowd gathered at the market place to parade 

to the bandstand. The crowd got bigger as we moved through the town. We were 

met by the town band at the bandstand. Prizes were given out to those who were in 

the parade. The lights were then switch on by Lilly Rauber and myself followed by 

carol sing. This was a very successful event with people and traders saying how good 

it was, bigger next year. A lot of hard work went into organising it and I would like to 

thank everyone for their hard work.  

22nd November- Town Council Business meeting. We welcomed our new Town 

Councillor to Council Mr Benjamin Williams. 

24th November- Attended police station for a youth restorative justice meeting. The 

meeting was supposed to be with one of the youths who damaged the toilets. The 

youth decided he didn’t not want a face to face meeting and wrote a very short 

letter of apology instead. I felt this was a poor outcome as neither party had a 

chance to express their opinion. 

26th November- Called to Middleton street because Christmas lights had blown. 

Unable to reset so called Millennium quest to get it fixed. 

28th November- Spend several hours with the Christmas lights fitters trying to sort 

out the lights and check their work. Had no option but to ask them to disconnect the 

lights from the power supply. 

28th November- Spent part of the evening with an electrician checking the supply for 

the Christmas lights in Middleton street. 

28th November- Allotment residence meeting. Meeting between Town Council and 

residence of the allotments to talk over a way forward and maybe form a residence 

committee. Disappointing turn out from Town Council with only 3 of us in 

attendance.  

29th November- Festive lights meeting. 

30th November- Telephone meeting with Chris Jones about the lake park 

consultation. Cllr Rouse asked for information. The Chair informed members that this 

was a follow up to a meeting, in particular with regard to the Chair’s proposal to the 

Council to put boats on the Lake. It appears that someone else may be interested in 

providing this service. 

1st December- Attended the opening night of the late-night shopping event. A great 

atmosphere around the shops, and all of the shop keepers have really excelled 

themselves with their shop displays. 

2nd December- Meeting with the youth restorative justice organiser. Meeting to 

discuss the outcome of the first youth restorative justice case and to talk about a 

way forward with the next case. 
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2nd December- Opening of the U3A art exhibition. I opened the U3A art exhibition at 

the Radnorshire museum. What a hugely talented group of members the U3A have. 

The variety of work on offer is amazing, water colours, basket making, sketches and 

some stunning calligraphy books. It really is worth going to see. 

3rd December- Along with a small band of helpers we erected the memory tree in the 

grotto, kindly donated by Cllr Trish and her husband Rob. The grotto was decorated, 

a fairy bell tree erected on the memorial gardens and the Wellingtonia tree outside 

the Town hall was decorated with bauble lights. This is the first time in many years 

that this tree has been lit. My huge thanks go to all who came to help with this, it has 

been hugely praised throughout town and people have been stopping me all around 

town to thank the Town Council for working so hard to make the town look so 

Christmassy this year. Some quotes I’ve received “The best lights for years”, “Thanks 

Mr Mayor we love the new lights in Middleton street”, “well done Town Council and 

festive lights committee the town is so festive”, “ The grotto and memory tree are 

fantastic, thank you”, “ Wow the big tree light up again, takes me back to when I was 

young, can’t wait to show my kids thank you all”. These are just a very small number 

that I have had received, so a big thank you to you all for helping out, as you can see 

your efforts have been noted around the town.  

4th December- Along with Leon Jones, my son Ben and I spent 8 hours in Middleton 

street fixing the faults with the Christmas lights and power supply. My immense 

thanks have to go to those two for working so hard to complete what jokingly 

became known as operation save Christmas. Again, a large number of people 

stopped during the day to complement Town Council on the lights this year and 

thanked us for our hard work. 

5th December- Meeting at the day care centre to gain information about the future 

proposals by Powys County Council. 

5th December- Full Council Finance meeting.  

6th December- Welsh carol service at the Presbyterian church. A lovely evening of 

carols, readings and choirs from the local schools. Well done to everyone who was 

involved. 

7th December- Lions charity Christmas lunch. Another great event in our towns 

calendar, well done to the Lions for their continued fundraising events. 

7th December- Discover Kenya talk. A very informative talk and slide show by local 

Alex Long who regularly volunteers to teach at a school in Kenya. The headmaster 

from the school, Mr Jackson, was also here visiting local schools to inform them 

about life in his school and to show them items from Kenya. It was a real pleasure to 

meet him and discuss the differences between their school and ours. He walks 8km 

to school every morning and back again at the end of the day. It really makes you 

think how lucky we are. 



Page 5 of 9 

 

   

8th December- Mrs M Harris 100th birthday. Presented Mrs Harris with a basket of 

flowers to celebrate her 100th birthday. What a lady, we spent some time talking 

about all of the things she has been involved with over the years, and I thought I was 

busy! She had been interviewed by the BBC just before I got there and really enjoyed 

it.  Cllr Price offered to circulate a copy of this interview to all members. The Chair 

and members would welcome this. 

10th December- Meet your Councillor event. Cllr Shanaz and Cllr Will along with 

myself. 

12th December- Called to Middleton street to reset lights. 

The Chair mentioned the phenomenal response he had received with regard to the 

Christmas lights and gave full credit to the towns shops and businesses who have 

created wonderful displays to light up the town. 

I would like to thank you all for your support this year and wish you a very merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

TC 134/16 Correspondence 
a) Powys County Council – May 2017 Elections 

Response from Sandra Matthews stating that Town and Community councils only 
have discretion over poll cards where an election is not combined and next year’s 
obviously will be held with the County seats. This was noted. 
 

b) Ken Skates AM – Tremont Road Roundabout 
The emails states: 
 “No Community Councils maintain roundabouts on our Trunk Road Network. I 
understand your concern over appearance and have asked my officials to 
investigate options for improving the planting. Unfortunately we are unable to 
accept any offers of maintenance for roundabouts from third parties due to 
several factors including costs, safety of the network and future maintenance of 
the road to consider.” 
 
Members did not agree with this statement, however, several approaches have 
been made to Welsh Government which have all resulted in the same outcome.  
Cllr Francis and Cllr Meredudd both felt that Daffodil and Crocus bulbs could be 
planted on the both banks close to the roundabout to add some colour. 
Resolved: to write to the Minister to seek his approval for this. 
 

c) Powys County Council – Street Naming 
Email from Rebecca Whitcomb with regard to the Town Council’s suggestion: 
“Powys has a significant historical background and therefore to ensure 
preservation of this heritage, preference will be given to naming schemes with an 
historical and local context. 
  
The naming of streets or buildings after specific individuals can be a somewhat 
subjective issue. The policy will therefore be only to include an individual or 
person’s name, either past or present, in approved naming schemes if an 
appropriate historic or legacy link can be established.” 
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Members were disappointed with this response and felt that precedents had 
already been set within Llandrindod Wells such as Cadwallader Way, Heighway 
Court and outside of the town such as Thompson Way. Members felt that the 
late Cllr Ken Richards had made an extremely valuable contribution to 
Llandrindod Wells. 
Resolved: to write to Rebecca Whitcomb with a copy to Ian Maddocks and Sue 
Bolter indicating about the precedent and conveying the Town Council’s 
disappointment. Also to request a copy of the policy referred to in the response. 
 

d) Sue Green – Llandod Cyclefest 
Email as follows: 
As you know the Llandod Cycle Festival has applied for funding for the 2017 cycle 
festival. We look forward to hearing if it's possible in due course. 
We were recently made aware that 2017 is the 200th anniversary of cycling in 
the world and also the 20th anniversary of the National Cycle Collection in 
Llandrindod Wells. We would like to attract in some of the attention in the media 
for all our benefit. 
 
We would be hoping to raise the bar next year for the event to really promote 
cycling in Llandrindod Wells and area and attract in better support and entrants 
before the event and through the year. Can you please add the following 
question to your next town council meeting ? 

 
'Is the Town Council willing to assist with the organisation and running of the 
Llandod Cycle Festival in conjunction with the Chamber and organisers to make a 
big splash for the town and area please ?' 
 
Cllr Francis felt that the Town Council is not in  a position to provide support with 
the organisation of such events and have allocated grant funding to this event for 
this purpose. He also felt that individual members could get involved if they so 
wish. 
Resolved: to inform that grant funding has been awarded and individual 
members would approach the organisers if they wish to provide assistance. 
 

e) Powys County Council – Memorial Gardens Grass Cutting 
Email in response to Town Council’s request to take over grass cutting of 
Memorial Gardens. 
“Unfortunately the answer to your email is no, my service is currently tied into an 
SLA with Highways who have a contract with Greenfingers for the whole of next 
year with a possibility of a 3rd and 4th year.  I do agree with you that the standard 
of cutting has been poor not just in the memorial gardens it’s throughout the 
county, however I have been in touch with Brian Price & Adam Christie-Rees and 
they said they will speak with Greenfingers on their annual review.   
  
If your council would require a better standard of cut i.e. to be boxed off, then I 
can ask for a quote for this extra work to see how much it would cost and you 
may offer to contribute the difference. 
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By having a CAT for the area of land is currently the only way your council will be 
able to manage the grass cutting for memorial gardens unfortunately without a 
payment contribution from my service.” 
 
Members were surprised with this response and discussions took place with 
regard to a way forward. 
Resolved: to approach PCC to see if a Community Asset Transfer would be 
possible for the grassed area only of Memorial Gardens. 
 

f) Powys County Council – Daytime Activities & Day Centres 
Changes to day-time activities for older people and day centres need careful 
consideration before any action is taken, Powys County Council’s cabinet will be 
told later this month.  
 

Feedback from a wide ranging consultation on day time activities for older 
people, including day centre provision, will be considered by cabinet on Tuesday 
(20 December) as part of a review of their operation. 
 
The meeting will be webcast live from County Hall on Tuesday 20 December from 
9.30am. 
 

Services users, families and carers voiced their opinion and wrote to the council 
about their concerns over the proposed options listed in the consultation. 
 

Cabinet Member for Adult Services, Councillor Stephen Hayes said; “It’s clear 
from the consultation, that day centres are highly valued and play a particularly 
important role in terms of respite for carers.  We also need to demonstrate that 
a new service really will meet needs before day centre closures begin.  
 

“I will therefore be recommending to Cabinet that extra money is made available 
in 2017/18 to allow day centre activity to continue in existing localities while an 
early intervention service is trialed and evaluated. 
 

“We have already begun work to confirm that home support works and is cost 
effective.  We are working with PAVO with a view to expanding their befriending 
service throughout the county, together with a community health and 

wellbeing coordinator model which would see well-being co-ordinators in all 
our main towns.  
 

“While this work is carried out we will continue to talk to town and community 
councils who have shown an interest in partnership arrangements for funding or 
management of day services”,  he added. 
 

“Clearly the course of action I’m recommending requires council to commit 
sufficient money in the budget and this will involve a significant increase in 
council tax.  If councillors are not willing to do this the day centres will close 
The webcast can be viewed from 9.30am on Tuesday 20 December by going to 
the council's webcast portal at www.powys.gov.uk on an internet device with 
Flash or Silverlight software installed. The webcast will also be made available in 
the webcast archive afterwards. 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wb3d5cy5nb3YudWsv&r=7493159888&d=3005620&p=1&t=h&h=bafc306b183b0990765828e87ffca167
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The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow an update from Karen Evans who 
had attended the Cabinet Meeting. 
 
Karen informed members that the Cabinet had agreed to continue with the Day 
Centre for one year and fund this via a 1% increase in Council Tax which would 
realise £700,000. The remaining £400,000 would come from within the budget. 
The Cabinet will look into alternative ways of developing and operating the 
service, however they would be looking at the Town Council and other agencies 
to take over this service. The Chairman thanked Karen for the update and 
reconvened the meeting. 
 
Cllr Makusha and others were concerned at the 1% increase in Council Tax and 
realised that this would not be reduced in year 2.  Cllr Price felt that the whole 
matter has been handled very badly. 
Resolved: to write to PCC to establish more detailed information with regard to 
the Day Centre including service information, costs, budgets and other details. 

 
TC 135/16 Applications for Financial Assistance 
  None. 
 
TC 136/16 Representatives Reports 

a) Powys Local Action Group (SM) 
 
TC 137/16 Planning Applications 

a) P/2016/1004 - Replacement of windows (retrospective) at  Hazeldene,  5 
Cambrian Terrace Wellington Road. Cllr Rouse gave some information with 
regard to the history of this situation, stating that the resident had been given 
inaccurate advice from the installers with regard to the non-requirement to 
make a planning application. Cllr Rouse felt that local installers need to provide 
the correct information when providing quotes for works such as these. 
Resolved: no objection. 

 

b) P/2016/1145 Outline (some matters reserved): Erection of 4 dwellings, new 
access and associated works at  Site Adjacent to Cae Eithin, Cefnllys Lane. Cllr 
Francis gave a detailed report on the  history of this site, in particular the serious 
issues within Cefnllys Lane and Broadway which continue to occur due to water 
run-off. He felt that this site in not suitable as it is on an extremely sharp bend 
and if approved could result in an additional 8 vehicles accessing this road. He 
also has concerns whether the infrastructure would copy with this additional 
development. 
Resolved: to strongly object to this application as it is not a suitable site for the 
development and the impact this would have on the already overloaded drainage 
system.  Cllr Francis will provide some details to support this objection. 
 

c) P/2016/1164 - Replacement of windows to front of dwelling at  1 Wellington 
Terrace Wellington Road. Resolved: no objection. 
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d) P/2016/1213 for Erection of 1 fascia sign and 1 other sign at  Old Town Hall 
Temple Street  Llandrindod Wells Powys. Resolved: As this application is for a 
business within the Old Town Hall, it was resolved to make no comment. 

 
TC 138/16 Accounts 
  The accounts for November 2016 were approved and signed. 
 
TC 139/16 Minutes of Finance Meeting 

The minutes of the Finance Meeting held on 5th December were confirmed and 
signed. 
 

TC 140/16 Budget/Precept 2017/18 
Resolved: to request a precept of £149613 based on a tax base Band D of £2341.14, 
£63.90 per household for 2017/18. (2016/17 £146893, £63.31) 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


